I 1t 1 v were written by one hand of the late fourteenth century, except for the rules on folio 8 , which were added in the fifteenth century. The main scribe writes in a very small, vertical Anglicana, using Textura Semi-quadrata for display script on some of the tables, particularly those on folios 8 r 9vand lOr-v. The rules on 8 vare added by a loose, current hand of the fifteenth century.
In his description of the manuscript, William Black suggests that the "Compendium" was also added in the fifteenth century,8 but it appears to be written in a hand contemporaneous with the main scribe, if not by the main scribe himself, using a slightly different style for vernacular poetry than for Latin prose, just as he uses different styles for display and prose texts. The text of the "Compendium" is written in columns on either side of the figure. Between them, above the figure, is a Latin rule for phlebotomy, written in the hand of the main scribe. The first column of the "Compendium" extends, in some lines, into the second column of the page; and in those lines, the text of the Latin rule has been moved to the right, away from its usual left margin. The left margin of column c, the second half of the "Compendium", is not broken by intrusion of the Latin rule in column b. It appears, then, that the "Compendium" was written before the Latin rule, and therefore can be dated as contemporary with the main hand of the manuscript.
The leaves of this booklet measure 293 x 205 mm. Initials are touched with red, tables are executed in red and brown inks, and the orbs in the eclipse tables are yellow-gold and black. The human figure on 9 r("Zodiac Man") is crudely drawn but carefully executed, and coloured with red, green, blue, grey, and brown inks. The body and limbs have been shaded to give the figure a three-dimensional appearance. The right margin of folio 9rhas been badly worn, or rubbed, so that the text of column c, that is, lines 57-136 of "Compendium", is illegible except under ultraviolet light. The name of "Thomas Longland de Fastonsley",9 presumably an owner, has been written on folio I lv in a hand of the fifteenth or early sixteenth century.
The second codex, MS Sloane 610 (hereinafter S) comprises a collection of medical recipes and the "Compendium of astrological medicine". The manuscript has thirtyfive vellum leaves measuring 190 x 142 mm., in four gatherings of eight (with 4.7 missing) and four flyleaves at the beginning. The second flyleaf has been cut out, and another added after the fourth. They have been included in the foliation as folios I to 4. The flyleaves were probably originally blank, but to them have been added pentrials (f. I r), hastily written recipes (ff. 1 v-2%), a prose text on the diet appropriate to each month, and days in each month considered unlucky for bloodletting (ff. 3 -4 %),1O in a hand of the fifteenth century, and the owner's name (now erased and illegible) followed by ys boke in a fifteenth-century hand (f. 4). The main part of the book (ff. 5 r35 v) begins with the "Compendium" (ff. 5 L-6 r), which is followed by a collection of remedies entitled, Here biginnen medicines for alle manere euelis, the whilke gode leches drowon out of bokes, that Galion, Aschephus [sic! and Ypocras hadde and vsude lechecraft, and wrote hem in boke on this maner wyse (ff. 6v 35 v). Both of these texts are written by one hand, a fifteenth-century textura semi-quadrata, written in grey-brown ink with blue and red decorated initials and extensive rubrication. The "Compendium" is written as if it were prose, but with the first initial of each couplet touched with red ink. At one time, the book belonged to "W. Fouler The "Regule Eboracensis" added to folio 8v in the fifteenth century also suggest a northern provenance.
The date of the original composition of the "Compendium" was probably the last third of the fourteenth century. The earlier surviving version, A, was probably written between 1387 and 1400. The kalendar of Richard Thorpe for the years beginning 1386 or 1387 gives the earliest date at which the manuscript could have been written. The inclusion of the table of phlebotomy of "Magister Johannis de Mirapice" (John Mirfield, whose major work, the Breviarium Bartholomaei is dated 1387) on folio I1 corroborates this earliest date for the manuscript. Gunther assigns the date 1386 to the volvelle (f. I ), of which an illustration is included in his Early science in Oxford." The original composition of the "Compendium" probably followed that of John of Burgundy's treatise on the plague (1365), cited in line 131, unless this portion of the poem was added later. The probable date of original composition is, then, some time between 1365 and 1400, and quite likely before 1387.
The "Compendium" may have begun its existence as a verse treatise on the influences of the heavenly bodies upon man -itself a compilation of information circulating independently in both Latin and English texts -and, like the Latin Regimen sanitatis Salernitanum to which it is related,'4 only grew into the surviving "Compendium" through years of scribal revision and amplification. Changes of person, number, and rhyme scheme, and variants between the two extant texts show how the excerpts, paraphrases, and translations from various sources were brought together, either by the original compiler or by subsequent scribes.
Changes of person and number may indicate the boundaries between originally independent portions of the verses, or between original sources whose person and number the scribe neglected to bring into harmony with one another in the process of translating or compilation. Changes of rhyme scheme also offer evidence of compilation from several sources.
For instance, the first four lines, rhyming abab instead of couplets like the rest, may have been added after the original composition of the poem, in a source common to these two surviving texts. Other variants from the couplet scheme occur in lines 67-70, in S only, where the rhymes are tounge, honde, loungis,fynde, loosely abab, and lines 71-75 in both texts, rhyming nerus, bleddirs, hamys, anclys and helys, loosely aaaaa. These may indicate where the prose or another rhyme scheme of an original source for this portion of the poem was incompletely changed to couplets. Variants in the two extant texts of the "Compendium" offer indisputable evidence of scribal alteration or amplification. Only A has lines 43-56, listing the days of the moon auspicious or perilous for letting blood, and lines 114-122, listing the best days in each month for bloodletting; and only S has lines 82-105, naming the specific veins to be opened for specific ailments. The scribes of these texts, or those of their sources, have added these lines as amplification of the text, from their own knowledge or, more likely, from another manuscript. In the case of the Ashmole scribe (or his source), only the merest attempt has been made to make these lines conform to the rhyme and metre of the rest. He has added the lists of dates, not really as part of the poem, but almost as a gloss on the text. These are clear traces of the compiler's or composer's work. He has taken bits of information relative to his subject from several sources, sometimes translating verbatim from Latin verses, at other times probably paraphrasing and abridging Latin or vernacular sources, and converting the whole into the couplet scheme he has chosen for his work. It is now impossible to determine how much of the text as we have it represents the original composition, how much was added in subsequent copyings. Portions scheme. Portions found in only one of the extant versions were probably added either by the scribes of those manuscripts or their sources -although lines on veins to be opened for bloodletting (82-105) may have been omitted from A for lack of space and because that subject is treated elsewhere in the manuscript.
This compendium gave access to the received knowledge of astrological medicine in summary form for the rapidly growing literate public who were eager for learning of any kind. The short form made it easier to copy, or cheaper to have copied; and also made it easier to memorize for those who were looking for a "veneer of knowledge",l" or for knowledge they could have at hand without reference to a written text. 19 By offering the knowledge of the ancients in popular form, it bridged the gap between the lore of the illiterate and the learning of the literate in the century in which many Englishmen were making the transition from the one group to the other.
The text of the "Compendium of astrological medicine" from Oxford. Bodleian Library, Ashmole 210, Part I, is edited below. Editorial procedure includes square brackets enclosing editorial emendations, with modern capitalization and punctuation. Medieval spelling, including the use of u and v, has been preserved, except that medieval thorn has been written th, yogh has been written y or g, where appropriate. Hyphens have been added to join affixes to roots, as in a-corde, with-outyn, with-in, bi-twene, be-falle. Lines When God chastid Egypcians that bow hym ne wald.
UNDER: unde (S).
106 BLEDYS: bledeth. XlIIJ: first.
